
W
o

rld
 C
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n
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S
e
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: T
h
e
m

e
s
 2

P
o
s
te

r 4

N
a

m
e ............................

C
la

ss ......................

Po
la

r clim
a

te
This very cold

 clim
a

te is found
 in the

pola
r regions of the w

orld
 a

nd
 on the

highest m
ounta

ins. Tem
pera

tures ca
n

ra
nge from

 10°C
 in the sum

m
er to

–40°C
 in the w

inter. N
ot m

uch ra
infa

ll
(less tha

n 250 m
m

). The ground
 is

a
lw

a
ys frozen so fa

rm
ing is im

possible.

W
a

rm
 tem

p
era

tu
re clim

a
te

This is a
 group of sim

ila
r clim

a
tes

w
hich a

re found
 in m

a
ny a

rea
s,

includ
ing Brita

in. A
vera

ge
tem

pera
tures ra

nge from
 2°C

 to 26°C
.

Ra
infa

ll is light, usua
lly a

bout
1000 m

m
.

Tro
p

ica
l ra

in
y clim

a
te

This clim
a

te is found
 in tropica

l
la

titud
es. The Sun is high in the sky for

the w
hole yea

r. The very hot a
nd

 m
oist

cond
itions ca

use a
 lot of convection

ra
infa

ll. A
vera

ge tem
pera

tures a
re up

to 32°C
 a

nd
 a

nnua
l ra

infa
ll ca

n rea
ch

2000 m
m

. D
ense forest grow

s in la
yers.

C
o

o
l tem

p
era

tu
re clim

a
te

This zone is found
 south of the A

rctic.
Ba

nd
s of coniferous forest stretch

a
cross northern Europe a

nd
 C

a
na

d
a

.
The high la

titud
e keeps tem

pera
tures

cold
. They ra

nge from
 –40°C

 in w
inter

to 21°C
 in sum

m
er. Ra

infa
ll is low

. It is
not usua

lly m
ore tha

n 500 m
m

.

D
ry a

n
d

 d
esert clim

a
te

V
ery d

ry a
rea

s, m
ostly found

 a
round

the tropics, on the w
est sid

e of
continents. Loca

l w
ind

s blow
 from

 the
la

nd
 to the sea

, keeping the a
ir d

ry.
D

a
ytim

e tem
pera

tures ca
n rea

ch 50°C
.

N
ights ca

n be very cold
 w

ith no cloud
s

to keep the hea
t in.
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T
his poster relates to section 8c of the program

m
e of

study. It show
s the distribution of the m

ajor clim
ate

zon
es. T

h
e localities stu

d
ied

 d
u

rin
g

 K
S2

 can
 b

e
located on the m

ap as a prelude to the study of the
local w

eather conditions. T
he m

ap can be used to
id

en
tify oth

er p
arts of th

e w
orld

 w
ith

 a sim
ilar

clim
ate.

T
his poster is suitable for pupils achieving level 3

and above.A
ctivities

T
he w

orld m
ap is divided into five clim

ate zones.
T

hese are shaded and a key is provided. P
lease note

that this m
ap is greatly sim

plified and m
any sources

show
 as m

any as 18 different zones.

a  A
d

d
in

g colou
r

T
h

e first task
 is to u

se colou
rs to sep

arate th
e

different zones. O
ny four colours are needed as the

polar clim
ate can be left blank. To increase difficulty,

the pupils could consider using logical colours ie blue
shades for cool, red for desert etc. T

he key should also
be shaded w

ith the appropriate colours. For higher
level pupils, the key could be blanked out so that
they have to m

ake their ow
n based on the shading on

the w
orld m

ap.

b
  L

ook
in

g for p
attern

s
O

nce the m
ap has been coloured, pupils can look to

see if there are any patterns on the m
ap. If no ideas

occu
r, th

e follow
in

g
 clu

e m
ay h

elp
: start at th

e
equator and see w

hat clim
ate zones are found w

hen
m

oving north to the top and south to the bottom
 of

the m
ap. T

he answ
er is that sim

ilar bands of clim
ate

type occur at about the sam
e distance each side of the

equator. For exam
ple, if one starts at the equator, the

sequence is tropical rainy, dry and desert, then w
arm

tem
perate. T

his is as far as I w
ould recom

m
end for

p
u

p
ils ach

ievin
g

 level 3
. W

ith
 p

u
p

ils ach
ievin

g
higher levels, you m

ay like to explain the im
portance

of the elevation of the Sun (overhead at the equator
and low

er in altitude tow
ards the poles). H

igher level
pupils could be told about the sim

plification of the
zones and think of exceptions eg the G

reat Lakes area
in C

anada is very w
arm

 in sum
m

er.

c  T
h

e in
form

ation
 b

oxes
T

h
e con

ten
t of th

e in
form

ation
 b

oxes is m
ore

appropriate to higher level pupils. T
he boxes give

basic clim
atic data and attem

pt sim
ple explanations

of the different clim
ate types.

P
upils should research som

e of these clim
ate types

fu
rth

er, p
ossib

ly in
 g

rou
p

s. A
t th

e en
d

 of th
eir

research, each group can report back to the rest of the
class.

d
  A

d
d

in
g th

e p
ictu

re flap
s

T
he picture flaps at the bottom

 of the poster are
aim

ed at students achieving level 3. H
ow

ever, the
exercise could be carried out by any pupils using the
poster. T

here are five picture boxes, each w
ith a flap

at the top, along the bottom
 of the poster. P

upils
should colour these and then carefully cut them

 out.
P

upils should decide w
hich picture belongs to w

hich
clim

ate group. T
hey can then glue under the flap and

fix the picture over the appropriate box, so that it can
be ‘flapped’ up to reveal the contents.

E
xten

sion
 activities

T
he pupil sheet on the opposite page gives m

ore
specific details of one clim

ate zone. T
his should be

the basis of a m
ore extended piece of w

ork w
here

p
u

p
ils research

 in
to th

e clim
ate, lan

d
scap

e,
traditional life and changes in the rainforests. P

upils
can w

ork in the library/resource centre or from
 a

project box set up by staff or library service.

EX

T
E

N
S

I O
N

AC

T
I

V
I

T
I E S

CUR
R

I
C

U
L

U M

NA
T
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N

AL

W
h

a
t d

o
 ra

in
fo

rests lo
o

k like?
Ra

inforests a
re found

 in d
ifferent pa

rts of
the w

orld
 but m

ost of them
 ha

ve the
sa

m
e fea

tures. M
a

ny thousa
nd

s of types
of pla

nts a
re found

 in the forests. N
ot a

ll
of them

 a
re trees. Sm

a
ll pla

nts such a
s

ferns, bushes a
nd

 young trees grow
 in the

sha
d

e nea
r to ground

 level.

A
bove these is a

 ‘ca
nopy’ of tree tops a

t
a

 height of a
bout 20 m

etres. This la
yer of

bra
nches keeps m

ost of the ground
benea

th it in the sha
d

e. Som
e la

rger
trees grow

 a
bove the ca

nopy a
nd

 m
a

y
rea

ch a
 height of 40 m

etres.

H
o

w
 th

e p
la

n
ts h

a
ve a

d
a

p
ted

1
The hot a

nd
 w

et clim
a

te is very
suita

ble for pla
nts to grow

 in.
2

The lea
ves of the trees a

re la
rge a

nd
shiny. This helps the ra

ind
rops to slip

off them
.

3
The bottom

 of the trunks of the ta
ll

trees a
re very w

id
e to help them

 sta
y

upright.
4

Pla
nts grow

 high up on the trees to
rea

ch light.
5

The hea
vy ra

in w
a

shes the good
ness

out of the soil. The soil only sta
ys

fertile beca
use of the lea

ves a
nd

 other
pieces of pla

nt w
hich fa

ll d
ow

n a
nd

rot a
w

a
y to m

a
ke n

u
trien

ts.

W
h

y a
re th

e ra
in

fo
rests u

sefu
l to

 u
s?

1
Ra

inforests conta
in a

 huge num
ber of

pla
nts. W

e w
ould

 lose these if the
forests w

ere clea
red

. The forests a
re

a
lso the hom

e of m
a

ny a
nim

a
ls.

2
M

a
ny of the pla

nts m
a

y be useful to
us a

s they conta
in substa

nces w
hich

ca
n be m

a
d

e into m
ed

icines.
3

The forests a
re the ‘lungs of the Ea

rth’.
They relea

se oxygen a
nd

 a
bsorb the

ca
rbon d

ioxid
e ga

s tha
t w

e brea
the

out a
nd

 m
a

ke w
ith our m

a
chines.

4
The forests a

re the hom
es of m

a
ny

groups of people.

H
o

w
 d

o
 p

eo
p

le a
ffect th

e fo
rests?

People w
ho ha

ve lived
 in the forests a

ll
their lives ca

n fa
rm

 the la
nd

 w
ithout

d
a

m
a

ging the environm
ent.

U
nfortuna

tely, a
rea

s of forest a
re now

being burned
 a

nd
 ploughed

 to m
a

ke
fa

rm
la

nd
. This is not a

 good
 id

ea
beca

use the soil is not fertile beca
use the

ra
in ha

s w
a

shed
 the nutrients a

w
a

y. This
is ca

lled
 lea

ch
in

g
.

The fa
rm

s a
re often a

ba
nd

oned
 a

nd
 the

loca
l environm

ent ruined
.

R
a

in
fo

rests



Eco
n

o
m

ic A
ctivities 1

S
e
t 4

: T
h
e
m

e
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 2

P
o
s
te

r 9

N
a

m
e ............................

C
la

ss ......................

G
ettin

g
 th

e g
o

o
d

s

This poster show
s m

a
ny of the good

s a
nd

 services tha
t w

e use. Y
ou need

 to d
ra

w
 a

rrow
s to show

 if w
e go out to get the good

s, or if they com
e to us. In the boxes you ca

n w
rite d

ow
n or

d
ra

w
 a

 picture to show
 how

 w
e get the good

s or services. O
ne exa

m
ple ha

s been finished
 for you.
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Local shop (sm
all am

ounts of food)
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D
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M

ilk

Your post

H
ealth care

Electricity

W
e go to the

superm
arket

by car or bus
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b
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T
his poster relates to section 9a of the program

m
e of

study. It exam
ines som

e of the goods and services
available in settlem

ents.

T
his poster is suitable for pupils achieving level 3

and above.A
ctivities

‘G
ettin

g
 th

e g
ood

s’ is a sim
p

le activity w
h

ere
students have to com

plete unfinished sections of the
poster to show

 how
 different goods and services are

obtained.

A
 certain am

ount of preparation is useful before the
exercise, possibly in the form

 of a discussion. Start by
considering the things that w

e need w
hich w

e cannot
provide by ourselves. T

his is likely to yield a list
w

hich is m
ainly goods, although som

e services could
be m

entioned. It is im
portant at this point to try to

distinguish betw
een goods, such as food, furniture or

petrol, and services such as health care or education.
Som

e things, such as w
ater, m

ay be confusing as it is
not so obviously a product as, say, m

ilk.

It is also w
orthw

hile talking about how
 w

e get the
various goods and services; do w

e go out to get them
,

or d
o th

ey com
e to u

s. A
g

ain
, th

ere w
ill b

e th
e

possibility of confusion. Som
e people m

ay have m
ilk

delivered to the door w
hen others buy their m

ilk in a
shop. H

ealth care is also com
plicated. For exam

ple,
w

e 
g

o 
to 

th
e 

h
ealth

 
cen

tre 
u

n
d

er 
n

orm
al

circu
m

stan
ces b

u
t m

ed
ical h

elp
 com

es to u
s in

em
ergencies.

T
here are tw

o tasks on the poster. T
he first is to draw

the arrow
 over the dashed line. T

he arrow
 show

s the
path of the goods as follow

s:

W
e go out to get the goods or services:

T
he goods or services com

e to us:

B
oth options are possible (eg m

ilk):

T
he blank boxes at the centre of the poster can be

used to give m
ore inform

ation about how
 w

e get the
goods or services. E

ither a short statem
ent can be

w
ritten in the space or pupils can draw

 a picture in
each box.

P
u

p
ils sh

ou
ld

 list w
h

ich
 g

ood
s an

d
 services are

available in their settlem
ent. T

hey should consider
how

 this w
ill change in larger or sm

aller settlem
ents.

AC

T
I

V
I

T
I E S

CUR
R

I
C

U
L

U M
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T
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N

AL

E
xten

sion
 activities

E
xtension w

ork to build on this poster could include
the keeping of a diary of goods and services. It m

ight
start like this:

Local econom
ic activities, together w

ith other land-
uses such as housing, open space and public am

enities
can be exam

ined and com
pared on the basis of the

size of the area they take up. T
his is probably best

carried out using large-scale m
aps of the local area.

T
h

ese can
 eith

er b
e p

rep
ared

 b
y staff (very tim

e
con

su
m

in
g

 b
u

t fu
n

), or you
 m

ay b
e ab

le to b
u

y
com

m
ercially p

rod
u

ced
 m

ap
s. L

ocal tow
n

 or city
centre plans can be purchased from

:

C
harles E

 G
oad Ltd

8-12 Salisbury Square
O

ld H
atfield

H
ertfordshire

A
L9 5B

J.

A
4 sections of these m

aps can be copied for a m
odest

licence fee.

T
here are m

any w
ays of w

orking w
ith such m

aps.
C

opies can be coloured to show
 different land-uses

and then the sizes of these areas com
pared. D

ifferent
land-uses can be cut out and ranked in order of size.
Students should colour in different land-uses on the
m

ap
 an

d
 th

e k
ey an

d
 th

en
 com

p
are th

e d
ifferen

t
sizes. E

xten
sion

 w
ork

 w
ou

ld
 th

en
 b

e to try an
d

explain w
hy different land-uses have different sizes.

In
d

u
strial aw

aren
ess

P
u

p
ils sh

ou
ld

 carry ou
t research

 in
to on

e of th
e

follow
ing jobs:

•
W

orking in a superm
arket

•
P

ost O
ffice delivery

•
T

he w
ater industry

•
E

lectricity production
•

H
ealth w

orker
•

M
ilk production/delivery

In
form

ation
 can

 b
e ob

tain
ed

 from
 th

e ed
u

cation
offices of m

any of these industries. It m
ay be possible

to arrange visits to school by w
orkers in som

e of
these, perhaps from

 the local com
m

unity.

C
ross-cu

rricu
lar lin

k
s

E
n

glish
P

upils could com
plete this topic by w

riting up a ‘day
in the life’ of a w

orker in one of these industries.

H
istory

P
upils could try to find out w

hen each of the services
described on this poster first cam

e to their settlem
ent

or area.

CROSS-C
U

R
R

IC

ULAR

EX

T
E

N
S

I O
N

O
CTO

BER 1995
W

EEK 43

23
M

O
N
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A
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24
TU

ESD
A

Y

25
W

ED
N

ESD
A

Y

M
ilk delivered to door

Post delivered to door
W

ater and electricity connected
W

alked to local shops

M
ilk delivered to door

N
o post

Took bus to health centre
W

alked to post office


